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Message from
the PRESIDENT

Dear Members,

Following the Annual General
Assembly on 27 May 2015, on
behalf of our members | would
like to pay a special tribute to the
outgoing FMA Board members,
Mr Joan Colom | Naval, Ms Karin
Junker and Mr Manuel Porto, for
the years of committed work,
energy and passion they have put

into the development of the FMA.

May | also take this opportunity

to warmly welcome newly elected

committee members Mrs Monica
Baldi, Mrs Teresa Riera Madurell
and Mr Bill Newton-Dunn.

This issue will focus on freedom
of expression and the media. The
terrorist attacks against Charlie
Hebdo in France and the situation
of journalists all around the world
have highlighted their precarious
situation. Media development
and freedom of expression are
facing mixed results, brought on
by advances in technology and,
to a lesser extent, the global
economic crisis. Journalists have
unprecedented opportunities

to express themselves through
new communication channels,
but at the same time new forms
of restriction, surveillance and
control are emerging. Our guest
writers have set out to cover
different aspects of the issues at
stake.

Our events in May were very
successful. On 26 May the
European Parliament Research
Service held a seminar on ‘Parlia-
ment's agenda-setting powers:

Commission work programme
and own legislative initiative’. This
interesting presentation enriched
by former Members' insight was

followed by the Seventh Memorial

Service, held under the patronage
of the European Parliament. It
was a moving ceremony and the
many people who gathered for
the occasion had the pleasure of
hearing EP Vice-President Rainer
Wieland and former EP President
Lord Henry Plumb. At the 2015
FMA Cocktail and Dinner Debate
we were pleased to welcome Ms
Kristalina Georgieva, Commission
Vice-President for Budget and
Human Resources, as guest of
honour.

While this quarter’s issue is print-
ing, the FMA wiill be conducting
the first of its 2015 biannual visits
to the national parliaments. On
15 and 16 June 2015, as Latvia
currently holds the Presidency

of the Council of the European
Union, the FMA will visit Riga to
meet present and former parlia-
mentarians. The next biannual
visit will take place from 12 to 14
November 2015 in Luxembourg,
together with the One-Day

Visit. Members will have the
opportunity to visit the national
Chamber of Deputies in addition
to two European institutions: the
Court of Justice of the European
Union and the European Court of
Auditors.

The destination for the 2015
Study Visit will be Algeria. To
better appreciate the issues at
stake in the Maghreb countries,

and in Algeria in particular, we
have requested contributions
from Elisabeth Guigou, Antonio
Panzeri MEP and Professor
Stefania Panebianco.

Lastly, let me thank all those who
have contributed to this issue with
their insights and opinions.

Best wishes,

Enrique BARON CRESPO
FMA President

NEW LOOK

The FMA Editorial Board, with
the support of the Management
Committee, decided to renew
the content and layout of the
Bulletin. The new version takes
into consideration the comments
and inputs of FMA members on
the survey launched in December
2014. Among others, our former
Members asked for “up-to-date
snappy news/key legislative
issues”, “more information on

EP initiatives and key legislative
dossiers under discussion”, or
“one special issue well docu-
mented”.

The Editorial Board would like to
have your feedback and opinion
on these improvements, which
you may send by email to former-
members@europarl.europa.eu.
Lastly, let us thank Morris&Chap-
man and the European Parliament,
which supports us in publishing all
the issues.
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KEY FACTS

Country of origin labelling of meat in pro-
cessed foods (February Session)

Meat used as an ingredient in processed foods
should be made subject to country of original
labelling rules similar to those for fresh beef.

MEPs voted on 1.8 billion in EU loans for
Ukraine (March Session)

The loans are to top up financial help from other
donors under an economic programme

put together by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). The money is to go straight into

Ukraine’s budget, once its government signs a
memorandum of understanding pledging to

MEPs set to make money market funds more
crisis-resilient (April Session)

A draft law to make EU money market funds
more resilient to financial crisis is still to be
debated and put to vote. These funds hold assets
worth 1 trillion and act as short-term lenders to
financial institutions, firms and governments.

But their “shadow banking” operations are not
subject to EU banking rules and they lack direct
access to central bank liquidity.

Youth Employment Initiative: voted to make
1 billion available in 2015 (April Session)
European Social Fund rule changes needed to

implement economic and governance reforms.

deliver 1 billion in EU funding this year to help

member states get up to 650,000 young people
into work was voted in April.

These are the other main dossiers which were discussed in the past four months in plenary sessions:

e European Energy Union Strategy;
e EU Agencies dealing with external
border, migration and asylum;

e Counter-terrorism measures,
known as EU Passenger Name
Record proposal;

e Keep the internet open and ensure
that all internet date and service
providers are treated equally (“net
neutrality”).

e Parliament set out its 2016 budget
priorities;
e Capping card payment fees.

e Anti-Gypsyism in Europe and
EU recognition of Roma genocide
remembrance day;

¢ MEPs to take stock of European
Public Prosecutor talks;

e Cut of crop-derived biofuel
production to cut greenhouse gas
emissions;

¢ Clampdown on wasteful use of
plastic bags;

e Automatic emergency call devices
in all new car models from spring
2018;

e Entry/Exit System and Registered
Traveller Programme for non-EU
nationals.

e Measures to improve patient
safety, inter alia by tackling growing
microbial resistance to human and
veterinary antibiotics;

eDigital single market: creating

opportunities for European compan-
ies;

e European Agenda on Migration;

* Tackle the outbreak of Xylella
fastidiosa bacteria in Italy;

* Maternity leave: MEPs urge
Council to restart talks;

eTougher rules on money laundering
to fight tax evasion and terrorist
financing.

For more information on the past
plenary sessions and the dossiers
put on vote, you can always visit the
website of the EP at the following
link:
http://wwwv.europarl.europa.eu/
news/en/news-room/plenary
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@ CURRENT AFFAIRS

THE ROLE OF THE ANNA LINDH FOUNDATION

At a time when our societies are
confronted by profound ques-
tions, when we are beginning

to acknowledge the changes
needed to tackle economic and
environmental challenges, the
Euro-Mediterranean project is
more significant than ever. It is
both a moral imperative and a
political and economic necessity
to strengthen the bonds between
the two shores of the Medi-
terranean. It requires renewed
commitment. Our actions must be
coordinated, ambitious, pragmatic
and swift. This is my ambition

as president of the Anna Lindh
Foundation.

“I am convinced that the
future political stability
and socio-economic
development of the region
encompassing Europe, the
Mediterranean and Africa
depend on its integration.”

Of course, the initial enthusiasm
of the Arab Spring movement has
died down. While an increasing
number of crises are destabilising
the Southern Mediterranean and
Sub-Saharan Africa, Europe fears
stagnation. Despite this difficult
state of affairs, the vitality of
European and Mediterranean
societies has never wavered.

The success of the Foundation’s
Dawrak and Young Arab Voices
programmes is testament to this.

Across the Mediterranean, our
societies interact with and nourish
each other.

| am convinced that the future
political stability and socio-eco-
nomic development of the

region encompassing Europe,
the Mediterranean and Africa
depend on its integration. My
conviction is based on an obvious
fact which has often been ignored
in the past: the destinies of the
two shores of the Mediterranean
— Europe and the countries of
the South and the East of the
Mediterranean — are intertwined.
Their geography, their demo-
graphics and their energy and
security interests all compel these
areas to work together. Failure to
do so will weaken their position in
a globalising world. The peoples
of Europe and the Mediterranean
must understand that our
interests complement each other
and that we have a common
destiny. We must also make an
effort to explain this to our com-
patriots, through education and
without fearing their reactions.

Prosperity is @ monument built
with patience. It requires a long-
term vision, clear expectations and
taking risks for a better future.
The dictatorship of short-termism,
on the other hand, will cause the
bubble to burst with destructive
effect. There is no denying that
European diplomacies have some-
times been guilty of approaching

IN BRIEF

Since 2005, the ALF has
launched and supported
action across fields impacting
on mutual perceptions

— education, culture and
media — as well as developing
a region-wide Network

of over 4000 civil society
organisations. Through its
action and reflection the

ALF aims to contribute to

the development of an
Intercultural Strategy for the
Euro-Mediterranean Region.
Read more at:
http://Awww.annalindhfound-
ation.org

their own interests from a short-
sighted perspective and of paying
too little attention to civil society,
despite the essential role it plays.
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| think the current review of the
European Neighbourhood Policy,
which in part involves civil society,
may allow this obstacle to be
overcome. And it is essential that
it does.

In 1995 in Barcelona, the coun-
tries of the EU and the southern
shore began an ambitious
partnership project to promote
economic, political and cultural
cooperation. Twenty years later,
2015 is the year in which we must
significantly speed up cooperation
efforts in the Mediterranean.

Situated at such a rich meeting
point between the European and
African worlds, the Mediterranean
is our ‘New frontier’. It does not
separate or come between us, but
invites us to cross it and forces us
to continuously push it back. In
order to cross this ‘Mediterranean
border’, we must continue to
build bridges. While history has
torn the regions apart, human
connections between the two
shores have never been broken.
Such human and historical con-
nections underpin the work of the
Anna Lindh Foundation, whose
primary goal is to foster dialogue
and the meeting of cultures.

Our response to extremism will be
even more fraternity, interaction
and mutual understanding. With
the support of the EU and the
Arab League, we will continue
unwaveringly to bring young
Mediterraneans together by

the thousands and unite them

in dialogue. The actions of the

Foundation are more crucial now
than ever before to fight against
all those who wish to create
divisions within and between our
societies.

Together with the executive
director Hatem Atallah, | have
every intention to redouble the
Foundation’s efforts around the
Mediterranean to continue to

build a strong network of men
and women who will demon-
strate every day that we are
stronger when we live together.

Elisabeth Guigou
Chairwoman of the Anna Lindh
Foundation

Former MEP (1994-1997)
President of the Foreign Affairs
Committee in the “Assemblée
Nationale”.
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THE FUTURE ROLE OF ALGERIA IN THE MAGHREB

Algeria is an important partner for
the European Union, deserving of
special attention and economic
and political assistance.

The EU and Algeria are linked by
an Association Agreement that
entered into force in 2005 for

the purpose of establishing a free
trade area by 2017.

Algeria does not appear to have
made sufficient efforts to diversify
its economy, which remains

very sluggish and dependent

on the export of hydrocarbons.

It is essential that the Algerian
Government seek to strengthen
its industrial sector before the free
trade area is established. Only

in this way can it benefit from a
wider market.

We have already discussed this
issue in a number of interpar-
liamentary meetings and will
continue to do so, given that an

improved economic situation is
essential in attempting to achieve
social inclusion.

Although the Algerian economy
is still growing, driven by the
export of hydrocarbons, we note
that youth unemployment and a
lack of social and health services
continue to be a problem. Radical
Islamist movements feed off social
exclusion by promising young
people deliverance from it.

The European Parliament should
also play an active role in promot-
ing the economic integration of
the Maghreb countries, which is
already an ongoing process that
could stimulate more foreign
investment in the North African
markets. Algeria could attract
more business activity if certain
conditions were met, in particular
political stability and a favourable
economic environment. In this
context, the integration of
Maghreb markets represents an
important asset.

Algeria is of key importance for

security in the Maghreb and the
Sahel. Its size and geographical
location make the fight against

terrorism and organised crime a
priority for the Algerian govern-
ment.

In this context, the EU has already
provided considerable assistance
in the form of funding and the
sending of experts to Algeria to
train local police forces.

For its part, Algeria is convinced
of the need for strong regional
cooperation to fight criminal
and terrorist networks that are
exploiting the permeability of
the borders and the weakness
of nearby countries. Parliament’s
task will be to continue to provide
aid to tackle common threats,
encouraging the adoption of
effective tools to combat radical
groups and their expansion.

Although Algeria needs to
earmark substantial amounts
for security, it must continue its
efforts in the field of political
dialogue and human rights.
While some of the targets are in
sight, much still remains to be
done.

The Delegation for Relations with
the Arab Maghreb countries
clearly has an enormous amount
of work to do. But let we are
starting on the right footing and
can achieve even more if we fully
appreciate that the fate of the
Mediterranean peoples closely
concerns the European Union.

| myself am convinced that
relations with Algeria are crucial
for future stability and peace in
the entire region.

Pier Antonio Panzeri
Chairman of the Delegation

for relations with the Maghreb
countries and the Arab Maghreb
Union
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EU-ALGERIA: NEW AND OLD CHALLENGES

Algeria plays a crucial role both

in terms of regional stability and
energy security. Although it has
remained immune from any kind
of political change, Algeria rep-
resents a strategic security partner
for the European Union.

Algerian persistent authorit-
arianism: when no winds of
democratic change blows

The Arab Spring has left Algeria
almost untouched. Stability has
prevailed over political change,
with the authoritarian political
establishment impeding any
renovation of the political
leadership. A series of protests
took place between 2010 and
2012, but the country did not
experience any regime change.
The regime established by Presid-
ent Abdelaziz Bouteflika in 1999
is still in place keeping its initial
authoritarian traits. Since 1999
the Freedom Rating registered
by Freedom House has been
constantly 5,5 (ona 1 to 7 scale
where 1 represents the best rating
and 7 the worst one) as a result
of a rating of 6 for Political Rights
and 5 for Civil Liberties.

Nevertheless, the regime has been
able, on the one hand, to appease
popular protests by increasing the
public spending and salaries when
the entire Arab world has been
enflamed by upheavals; on the
other, it is keeping good relations
with the international community

mainly thanks to its role as energy
provider.

However, the Algerian stability
cannot be explained just as a
consequence of the authoritarian
traits of Bouteflika’s regime. In
Spring 2011 the memories of
the 1990s civil war were still too
vivid for the country to engage in
popular protests on a wide scale.
Moreover, the political status quo
is combined with a fairly good
economic situation. Algeria is a
rentier state, whose economy
relies on hydrocarbon revenues
and a significant amount of these
is allocated to the population via
different redistribution channels.

In Algeria the rule of law is overtly
violated. Although the Consti-
tution set the two-term presid-

ential limit, in 2008 an ad hoc
amendment allowed for a third
presidential mandate of President
Bouteflika, who was re-elected

in April 2009 with the 90% of
the votes. Despite protests and
boycotts of several activists and
political parties, in April 2014
Bouteflika won his fourth term
with more than 80% of the votes.
The opposition fiercely denounced
fraud in the elections and turnout
was rather low (around 50%), but
this was not sufficient to allow

for the renovation of the political
leadership.

President Bouteflika is almost

80 years old, confined to a
wheelchair, and belongs to a
generation of Arab leaders that
elsewhere have been replaced
during the Arab Upheavals. Some
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political analysts even talk about
a fantoche government, claiming
that the President left the power
in the hands of an elite group

of decision makers around the
National Liberation Front, the
army and the intelligence services.

Algeria as a crucial energy
supplier

Algeria’s economy is the richest in
the Maghreb and its population
of 38 million represents a growing
and attractive market for the EU.
The EU is the Algeria’s largest
trading partner, accounting for
half of Algerian international
trade.

The European market absorbs
over 80% of Algeria’s gas exports,
which meet 15/20% of the EU's
gas needs. Algeria is the EU's
third-largest gas supplier after
Russia and Norway. Algerian

gas pipelines reach Europe via
three main routes: the TransMed
pipeline runs to Italy via Tunisia;

the Maghreb-Europe pipeline runs
via Morocco to Spain; and the
Medgaz pipeline runs directly to
Spain.

Algeria is investing a lot in energy
infrastructures and renewable
energy to maintain its role of key
energy supplier. It can also repres-
ent a bridge between Europe and
sub-Saharan Africa countries rich
of natural resources.

The Ukraine crisis has dramatically
highlighted the needs for EU
member states to diversify energy
sources. The European Com-
mission has recently published a
new Union Energy Package that
focuses on ways to diversify future
supplies. Hence, the Algerian
crucial role as energy supplier

has become even more relevant
and the EU is fully aware of the
importance of maintaining good
relations with Algeria, irrespective
of the lack of democratic rule or
of human rights respect.

Old and new security chal-
lenges: which common ground
for cooperation?

Algeria’s geographical location,
embedded at the heart of the
Maghreb, and its huge energy
resources confirm its crucial role
for the regional stability. The EU is
currently investing on the redefin-
ition of its relations with the Medi-
terranean Neighbours through
the revision of the European
Neighbourhood Policy, that is the
main cooperation framework for
EU-Algeria relations and offers a
wide range of policy initiatives:
migration, energy, HRD, terrorism,
trade and development.

With the rising Islamic threat,
good relations with Algeria are
important also to address terror-
ism. The Algerian government has
invested intensively in the security
sector to improve its counter-ter-
rorism capabilities.

Algeria has become essential to
the security of the region and the
EU has been reluctant to press
the regime on HRD related issues.
In such an unbalanced relation,
the EU lacks leverage to promote
domestic political reforms. As
long as Algeria is regarded as

a strategic partner in fighting
terrorism, stopping migrants, and
providing energy, the EU-Algeria
co-operation agenda will be
dictated by security interests.

Stefania Panebianco

Jean-Monnet Professor
University of Catania
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EUROPEAN DEFENCE

Jean-Claude Juncker, the President
of the European Commission,
recently reopened the debate on
the need for a European defence
capacity which would ‘help us to
develop a common foreign and
security policy and allow Europe
to shoulder its global responsibil-
ities'.

At its March part-session, the
European Parliament adopted a
resolution on the Annual Report
from the High Representative of
the European Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, in
which it called for a ‘move from
what has so far been a mostly
reactive approach to a proactive,
coherent and strategic EU foreign
and security policy [...] under-
pinned by adequate defence
capabilities in the Member States
and an effective Common Secur-
ity and Defence Policy’.

However, discussing a common
European defence policy is easier
said than done, since it entails
taking the points of view, opinions
and strategic visions of all 28
Member States, each with its own
military traditions and strategic
interests and priorities, into
account.

The idea of a European defence
capacity goes back a long

way, to the European Defence
Community project in the 50s,
since when there has been the
Petersburg Declaration (1992),

the Cologne European Council
(1999), the approval of the paper
entitled A Secure Europe in a
Better World (drafted in 2003 by
the High Representative of the
Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, Javier Solana),

the recent establishment of the
European Defence Agency, and
the adoption of a roadmap for
measures to strengthen the single
market for defence (2014).

So there has been a string of
significant developments over
the years, but as yet nothing has
come of them.

Europe’s influence is based
primarily on soft power, but in
the long run even the strongest
soft power needs to be backed
up by some form of integrated
defence capacities. Recent events
show that Europe is losing ground
on this front, or at least appears
unprepared to deal with the crises
currently facing us, which range
from the troubles in Ukraine to
tensions in the Mediterranean and
Africa, terrorism (including but
not limited to ISIS) and religious
fundamentalism, and unregu-
lated, large-scale migratory flows.
These issues call for more soph-
isticated forms of cooperation
and shorter response times; for
an ability to understand what

is happening now and, more
importantly, to plan for the future.
But a true European defence
policy has to be more than just
the sum of its 28 national parts.

It is no coincidence that Europe

is often unable to play a leading
role on the international scene,

as a full partner. What is needed

is not just ‘moral suasion’, but

the wherewithal to back up the
principles and values on which the
European project is based.

This is more than just a question
of financial resources: Europe
may well be the world's largest
donor of financial, humanitarian
and reconstruction aid, but it
cannot afford not to be at the
table when decisions are taken
on future geopolitical assets or
how to defend ourselves against
the threats that are now on our
doorstep.

The word ‘defence’ implies the
existence of an army. And every
army needs a homeland to de-
fend. The problem is that people
do not yet see Europe as their
homeland.

Despite this, as many academics
and experts have suggested, a
few initial steps could perhaps be
taken, for example in the Medi-
terranean, where there is a clear
need for a European coastguard
service to monitor our southern
border.

Roberta Angelilli

EPP, Italy (1994-2014)
segreteriaangelilli@hotmail.com
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DO WE NEED A EUROPEAN ARMY?

At this time, we hear many voices
urgently demanding the creation
of a European Army. However, we
will have to answer the question
how we can rapidly progress on
this way in view of the many
challenges we face in our immedi-
ate geographical neighbourhood.
The main deficit of the European
Union is that we have built a fully
fledged Monetary Union without
at the same time creating a
Political Union. And the hard core
of a Political Union is a Common
Defence. This was already the
opinion of the fathers of the
European Union when they
signed the Treaty establishing the
European Defence Community in
1952 which unfortunately failed
two years later in the French
Parliament.

What the citizens mainly expect
from the European Union are
Security and Wealth. And wealth
cannot be created without
Security. If we want the European
Union to go forward today, we
must therefore concentrate on
three main tasks: The Common
Market, the Common Currency
and a Common Defence. These
are also the essential goals of the
Kangaroo Group.

Events in Ukraine have changed
the strategic environment of

the European Union. When we
discussed the European Security
Strategy in 2003 we could say
that Europe had never been so
prosperous, so secure nor so free

and that the violence of the first
half of the 20th Century had
given way to a period of peace
and stability unprecedented in
European history. Concerning
our eastern neighbourhood

the document shortly said that
large-scale aggression against
any Member State has become
improbable.

Today, we live in an environment
that has fundamentally changed.
We will therefore have to spend
more on defence. But it is also
evident that we have not only
to spend more, but that we also
have to spend better.

The 28 Member States of the
European Union spend about
195 Billion Euro per year on
defence. This is more than twice
the defence spending of Russia,
but our general feeling is that
we would not be able to defend
ourselves without the assistance
of the United States.

In the present situation of
international insecurity and
turmoil Europe cannot escape
the responsibility to carry a
larger part of the burden. With
the External Action Service we
now have a valuable instrument
for a common Foreign and
Security Policy. This instrument
has not really been used in the
last legislative period. The new
High Representative, Federica
Mogherini, has now the chance to
builda comprehensive security
and defence policy combining

the means of diplomacy, devel-
opment, neighbourhood policy
and armed forces in the service of
peacekeeping.

The Helsinki Summit in 1999 was
the Start of a European Security
and Defence Policy. On this basis,
the necessary instruments for
conducting military operations
under the leadership of the
European Union have been put

in place. Such operations by

the European Union have been
conducted in Kongo, the Chad,
the Horn of Africa and in other
places. A European Defence
Agency has been created with the
goal to make the equipment of
the Member States more compat-
ible. To facilitate the democratic
scrutiny of these operations, the
European Parliament has put in
place a Subcommittee on Security
and Defence.

These are but first steps on the
way towards a common European
Defence. The long term goal is

a European Army. But what we
now need is an intensive public
debate about these matters.
Defence and Security cannot

be left to the generals and the
politicians, they concern all the
citizens of the European Union.
The Former Members should play
a very useful role in this debate.

Karl von Wogau
Secretary General of the
Kangaroo Group

Former MEP (1979-2009)
office@kangaroogroup.eu
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THE ASSASSINATION OF AN AMBASSADOR

On 27 March this year in
Mogadishu, the Somali Am-
bassador to the United Nations
in Geneva, Yusuf Mohamed
Ismail Bari-Bari, was killed in a
terrorist attack. He had visited the
European Parliament on many
occasions and in 2009 he was
the rapporteur at a symposium
on Somalia, terrorism and

piracy organised by the European
People’s Party (EPP).

“As a man with a deep
love of his home country,
it pained him that Europe
should still not have fully
grasped the strategic
significance of the Horn of
Africa.”

His assassination was undoubtedly
carefully planned and the Al-
Shabaab group, which killed other
people in the attack, made sure
that the ambassador, severely
wounded in the stomach and
hiding on the first floor, could

not be reached and helped: they
had blown up the stairway which
led to his hiding place. Yusuf
managed to call the Somalian
Prime Minister, who ordered the
special security force - the Alfa
Group - to rescue him, but they
refused. Since Hassan Sheikh
Mohamed (linked to the Al-Islah
group) became President, he has
denied the Prime Minister the
power to give orders to the army!
The Prime Minister then ordered

his personal guards to help the
ambassador, but by the time they
arrived, and climbed into the
room where he was hiding, Yusuf
was already in a coma.

The EU must join in the mourning
for Yusuf. Born in Rome into a
noble Puntland family opposed
to the regime of Mohamed Siad
Barre and having graduated

from the University of Bologna
with a degree in political science,
Yusuf had always been a strong
advocate of a European Union
capable of implementing a
foreign policy which could protect
everyone around the world - and
in Somalia in particular - who
wanted and who wants to fight
against religious fundamentalism
and corruption. The author of
many documents which have,
over the years, served as the basis
for written questions, letters and
proposals to the Commission,

the European Parliament and

the Italian Government drawn

up by me and other MEPs, the
ambassador distinguished himself
in Geneva through his vigorous
defence of human rights. It is no
coincidence that the resolution
on the rights of albino Africans
should bear his signature.

As a man with a deep love of his
home country, it pained him that
Europe should still not have fully
grasped the strategic significance
of the Horn of Africa, not only
for trade, but also because the
expansion and consolidation of
fundamentalist organisations is

posing a threat to many African
countries - and to Europe itself.

The emergence of Islamic

State, and the decision by Boko
Haram (Nigeria) and Al-Shabaab
(Somalia) to join the Caliphate,
shows once again that our failure
to listen to the ambassador or

to those in Parliament who have
been calling for years for targeted
action against terrorist groups has
brought us to the situation we are
in today. We have reached a point
where the President of Kenya,
Uhuru Kenyatta, can decide to
build a wall along his country’s
coastal border with Somalia in an
effort to prevent infiltration by
terrorists who, as we know, have
massacred and kidnapped people
in Somalia. Yusuf’s barbaric
murder was clearly carried out

in response to the accusations

he made against certain clans
and of shady interests, with
backers in many countries outside
Somalia - it is no coincidence that
the deaths of the Italian journalist
llaria Alpi and her cameraman
Milan Hrovatin remain unsolved.
Yusuf's death should finally con-
vince the European institutions,

in particular the Commission

and the Councdil, to revise their
current attitude towards Somalia,
an attitude which, until now, has
yielded no positive results.

Cristiana Muscardini

UEN/EPP/ECR, Italy (1989-2014)
c.muscardini@tin.it



THE LOOMING TRAGEDY IN IRAGQ

The battle for Tikrit is over. 30,000 of Tehran in many ways.

troops, of whom two-thirds

are members of various brutal
Iran-backed Shiia militias, have
re-captured the city, which is a
Sunni stronghold. The offensive
was led by Iran’s notorious
general, Qasem Suleimani,
commander of the terrorist Quds
Force, who funded and armed
the militias that killed hundreds
of U.S. and British troops in Iraq
during the insurgency.

The Islamic State (ISIS) captured
Tikrit last summer and was deeply
embedded in the local Sunni
population who often preferred
them to the marauding Shiia
militias who waged a genocidal
campaign against Irag’s Sunni
population under orders from

the previous prime minister, the
deeply sectarian and corrupt
Nouri al-Maliki. The US and Britain
mounted airstrikes on ISIS targets
around Tikrit, becoming a de
facto ally of the Iranians.

It took almost a month for the
Shiia militias to seize control of
Tikrit from ISIS, but now it has
been recaptured, the battle for
Mosul, Irag’s second largest city,
will begin. There are over two
million civilians, mostly Sunni,
trapped by ISIS in Mosul. Thou-
sands will be killed in subsequent
aerial and artillery bombardments.
The Iranian-led Shiia militias will
delight in their annihilation as this
looming battle suits the purpose

The Ayatollahs have manipulated
the current crisis to spread their
theocratic domain across large
swathes of Irag, under the pretext
that they are protecting sacred
Shiia shrines and waging a war
on terror. The collateral damage
during the ensuing battle, which
will kill and maim thousands

of innocent Sunni civilians, will
certainly not cause the mullahs in
Tehran to lose any sleep.

“There are over two
million civilians, mostly
Sunni, trapped by ISIS in
Mosul. Thousands will be
killed in subsequent aerial
and artillery bombard-
ments.”

US blunders have played a
decisive role in advancing Irag’s
implosion, giving rise to ISIS, and
aiding Iran’s regional hegemony.
It took eight years of bloodshed
and disaster to get the US to
recognize the catastrophic
mistake they made in supporting
Nouri al-Maliki’s genocidal,
sectarian dictatorship. From the
time that President Obama took
office until today, violence in Iraq
has increased almost fourfold,
reaching levels not seen since the
height of the civil war in 2006
and 2007. Four thousand Iraqis,
mostly civilians, died in February
alone this year.

The only way to eradicate ISIS is to
recruit the Sunni tribes, who have
in the past defeated al-Qaeda
during the American ‘surge’. They
can do so again, but only if their
tormentors - the Iranian-backed
Shiia militias - are driven from
Irag. The Obama administration
needs a comprehensive strategy
on Iraq as ISIS will not be defeated
merely by allied air strikes. Even if
the combined effort of the Iraqi
military and Shiia militias leads

to the recapture of Mosul, it will
be at such cost in Sunni lives that
the flames of sectarian conflict
will be fanned and may engulf
the Middle East. It is therefore a
serious mistake for Washington
to ally with Tehran’s catastrophic
agenda in Iraq.

The US, UN and EU should give
their full support to the newly
formed coalition of Arab countries
who have agreed to confront

the occupation of Yemen by
Houthi rebels, who are agents

of the Iranian regime. Iran is

the main exporter of terrorism,
fundamentalism and extremism
worldwide and the coalition of
Arab countries who have decided
to confront their expansionist
agenda should be praised and
supported.

Struan Stevenson
EPP/ECR, United Kingdom (1999-

2014)
struanmep@aol.com
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FOOD IS EVERYTHING

Many people, including myself,
have been saying for years that
food should be good, fair and
safe. But should these be the only
criteria by which to judge the
food on our tables? Expo 2015,
held in Milan until the end of
October, centres on food, which
will be talked about, displayed
and studied. The food that almost
a billion people worldwide do not
have — or not enough to survive
on —and more than a billion
others have so much of that they
waste it and are increasingly hav-
ing problems with excess weight
and obesity. Food has become so
trendy a subject (almost too much
s0) that we risk missing or misun-
derstanding the real reasons for
its importance, which are tied in
more closely with health, culture
and basic social needs than with
the economy.

Food is everything: it is part

of our history and traditions;

it is a source of joy (the way
children think about food is

a good illustration of this); it
unites and divides (and who
knows, wars might once again
be fought over food and water
in the future). But most of all,
the more we know about food,
the better we can make choices
about what we eat. Expo 2015
offers an educational approach
to food and drink. It is not a
food fair, but the chance of
the century to find out about
the world of food; a unique

opportunity for Milan and for
ltaly as a whole.

If we are to take full advantage
of what Expo 2015, which has
only just opened, has to offer, we
must understand that the most
important thing about these
five-yearly events is the cultural
and educational legacy they leave
behind. The opponents to Expo
2015 have perhaps not fully
understood this.

The legacy of the food and
nutrition clusters and exhibitions
representing almost 150 countries
at Expo 2015 will be to make

Italy a world cultural leader, by
showcasing the pasta, the oils, the
wines, the desserts, the mineral
waters, the fresh produce and

the thousand other products that
have made our country and its
regions famous.

HRVP Federica Mogherini
said: “Expo Milan 2015

is a great opportunity

to contribute to public
debate on some of the most
pressing global challenges
of our time.”

Take cheese, for example, which

is always made with just three
ingredients, namely milk, rennet,
and salt. Despite this, fontina from
the Aosta Valley and gorgonzola
from the Novara area — both

exceptional cheeses — each have
their own distinctive and different
taste. The same is true for the
hundreds of cheeses produced in
upland and lowland areas across
ltaly, each of which has its own
unique taste. All of this is down
to Italy’s unique know-how. And
now is the time to show the
world what Italy can do.

For the next six months, Expo
2015 must do for Italy what the
heralds of the past did for their
kings and knights, and tell the
world of Italy’s achievements.
This means telling the children
‘Come and see where food is
made and learn to love how it is
made’, and the adults (foreign
visitors in particular) ‘This is what
Italy is all about’.

Riccardo Garosci
EPP, Italy (1994-1999)
garosci2015@gmail.com
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THE TIDE REVEALS IT - AND IT'S IN OUR HANDS

It happens especially after storm
tides that flotsam piles up on
beaches. We find wood, shrubs,
grass, reeds, seaweed, sea-shells,
micro-organisms. All biomass!
Ecological and recyclable. So there
is no problem, is there? Aside
from the cost of cleaning beaches
used by tourists, that is.

Unfortunately, there is a more
serious side to the problem:

We also find shower gel bottles,
sunscreen pots, plastic buckets,
plastic shoes, plastic bags,
synthetic ship ropes, synthetic
bottles of all kinds, fishing nets, oil
containers - anything that can be
thrown overboard easily. Nobody
notices, especially not at night.

You also find seabirds and other
marine animals that get caught
and are strangled in the nets or
starve.

What is the EU doing?

Since the 1990s the European
Parliament, the Commission and
the Council have been drafting
directives and regulations in Green
and White Papers based on the
ideas of Blue Growth - such as
the EU strategies for the Baltic
Sea Region (2009), the Black Sea
(2011/2014 ongoing) and the
Adriatic and lonian Seas (2012),
as well as Clean Sea (Marine Litter
2013), Integrated Coastal Zone
Management (ICZM) (1999),

the Water Framework Directive
(2000), and finally, the current
Marine Strategy Framework
Directive (MSFD) (2008).

Nonetheless, scientists complain
that the research being done is
too limited — and this research is
expensive!

The effects of marine pollution
are considerable. The MSFD

monitoring programmes confirm
that the sources of such pollution
are manifold. One of the biggest
problems is the presence of
harmful substances in the sea,
classic examples (from crude oil
and natural gas production, heavy
metals, radioactive substances)
and more recent additions
(synthetic resin, glue, cosmetics,
painkillers, contraceptive pills,
plasticizer). Some 18 million
chemical substances are known.

Unimaginable amounts of plastic
waste are also to be found in the
oceans today. Plastic is being used
around the world as a multifunc-
tional material. The incorrect
disposal of plastic coupled with its
extreme durability (hundreds of
years) make it a danger both to
us and to the environment.

Some 250 million tonnes of
plastic are produced worldwide
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every year, which comes to an
annual amount of 35 kg of plastic
per person when divided among
the world's population. Between
6 and 30 million tonnes of that
end up in the ocean worldwide
every year.

80% of the discharge into the
ocean comes from land (via rivers,
canals, beaches, sewage sludge
and waste dumps) and 20% from
the sea (cargo and passenger
ships, offshore industry, fisheries).

Plastic is indigestible and, as well
as that, it is decomposed by the
sun’s UV rays and by bacteria and
is broken down further by mech-
anical friction (saltwater) until it
becomes so-called microplastic
—and according to scientific
research: 5.5% of all 290 fish that
were examined from the North
and Baltic Seas (2013) had plastic
in their digestive tracts,74% of
which was micro plastic (all data
from the “von-Thinen-Institut”
Germany).

The massive plastic garbage
patches floating on the oceans
are also cause for alarm. Some
88% of ocean surfaces around
the world have already been
polluted by microplastic. Wind,
waves and currents play their
dramatic game. The enormous
cost of collecting and recycling
this garbage can only be borne
by all nations jointly - but when is
that going to happen?

Agri

Bio Ship

Hazards Safe

Nutri Secure

Save the sea

Transport

Spatial Neighbours

Connect
the region

Involve

Innovation

Market SME

Culture Health

Tourism Education

Increase

prosperity

Crime

Energy

Sustainable Promo

Chart showing the objectives of the European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region.

All the same, in an effort to at
least reduce rubbish, EU Member
States are now allowed to tax or
to ban plastic bags.

And: By the end of 2025 each
European should, on average,
only be using 40 bags per year
—recently (2010) the number of
disposable bags being used was
still as high as 176.

On my fish inspection mission

to Mauritania the sandy desert
coastal strip was glittering in the
sun: it was covered with light
transparent plastic bags, which
the Bedouins also now like to
use - and throw away as they did
previously with naturally decom-
posing materials. Except that
plastic bags do not disintegrate...

Waste prevention is now more
than ever a question of educa-
tion!

PS: I'm having fish today - scient-
ists say that it is in principle (still)
an extremely healthy foodstuff
containing essential fatty acids,
easily digestible protein and few
carbohydrates, not to mention
the fact that it is rich in vitamins
and low in sodium! And so it
should remain!

[t's in our hands!

Brigitte Langenhagen

EPP-ED, Germany (1990-2004)
brigitte-langenhagen-cux@t-on-
line.de

Note of the Editor: the European Parliament
adopted a resolution on 28 April 2015

as regards reducing the consumption of
lightweight plastic carrier bags. EU member
states will be able to choose:

- either to take measures to reduce annual
average consumption of plastic bags to 90
lightweight bags per citizen by the end of
2019 and 40 by the end of 2025

- or ensure that by the end of 2018, no more
light plastic bags are handed over free of
charge.
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TEN-T NETWORK: BEYOND THE INTERNAL MARKET

The Trans-European Transport
Network has been considered,
ever since its appearance in the
Maastricht Treaty, as a tool for the
making of the internal market.

How would it be possible to build
a European single market without
physically connecting any point A
with any point B, and how could
we do that if any road, rail or
inland navigation networks still
present so many missing links at
old country’s border-crossing, not
to mention the bottlenecks still
affecting nodes and links?

The geography of the network
has gone evolving from 1996 to
2014 to take care of the progress-
ive eastward enlargements of the
Union and the changing of the
settlement geography produced
by the economic and social
drivers of the European long-term
development.

The internal market was, and

still is at the root of the EU core
business. Growth for each Mem-
ber State was, and is, reciprocally
granted by any other Member
State’s growth. The internal
European market was assumed to
remain the largest in the world.
Deepening and or enlarging the
European single market was the
only tactic choice in an otherwise
very clear strategy.

Then we had the admission of
China at the WTO in 2004; the

global opening of markets; the
increasing leading role of BRICS
countries in the global growth.
On top of that, the post 2008
crises, affecting many European
economies, mainly in the Euro
area, has progressively made the
extra EU international trade even
more important.

According to Eurostat, the extra
EU international trade grew from
49% of the intra-EU trade in
2002, to 55% in 2013. In abso-
lute values extra EU imports grew
from 937 bln € to 1682 bin €
(+79%) and exports almost
doubled from 885 bin € to 1737
bln €.

Looking into the future, the bulk
of the growth will come from
emerging economies and global
markets. According to the IMF
forecasts, up to 2019 the world
economy will grow at 4.0%
rate, dragged by the emerging
economies (5.2%), while Europe
will be lagging behind at a low
1.6%. In a longer perspective
(2030), the global world trade
will augment by a factor of 3.4
(OECD-International Transport
Forum). Therefore, European
countries growth will rely on
exports. As global exports mean
maritime and air transports, ports
and airports will be under an
enormous pressure.

Adjusting the European ports
and airports to the new level of

activities is an absolute priority to
implement immediately because
of the gestation leg of any major
infrastructure investment. This
priority had some considerations
in the technical process of revision
of the Ten-T network and found
de facto its way through in the
definition of the nine “core
corridors”, all of them starting or
finishing in a port city or including
major ports on their layout.

The implementation strategy
designed by each core corridor
coordinator unfortunately does
not reflect the importance of this
priority: missing links and bottle-
necks on the internal network
seem still to be more relevant
than creating effective gateways
and doors to the world.
(http://ec.europa.eu/transport/
themes/infrastructure/ten-t-
guidelines/corridors/corridor-stud-
ies_en.htm)

This is a mistake to correct as
soon as possible, for the Trans-
European Network to become a
tool for growth, now driven more
from outside than inside Europe.
It is time to move from “Europe
as a single market” to “Single
Europe in the global market”.

Paolo Costa

ALDE, Italy (1999-2009)
pc@paolocostaonline.it
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URBAN MOBILITY: A GROWING CONCERN IN EU

It is interesting to examine the
way in which the issue of urban
transport has developed in the
European Union, attracting
growing attention at the same
time as the subsidiarity principle
has gained ground.

It might be thought that the
subsidiarity principle should mean
that the Union does not concern
itself at local level, which would
fall within the scope of national
measures. This is not the case
here, however, as urban transport
has much wider implications in
terms of energy, the environment
and congestion.

The figures are striking, and they
show that a large part of the
energy consumed by transport

is concentrated in cities, which
account for a quarter of all CO2
emissions.

With cities becoming increasingly
large, transport congestion in
urban and surrounding areas,

as well as having an impact on
citizens' quality of life, costs
almost EUR 100 billion per year
as a consequence of delays and
pollution, equivalent to 1% of EU
GDP.

The Union must of course
continue to concern itself with the
fate of its citizens, and statistics
show that one in three fatal road
accidents occurs in cities. This

is on top of accidents involving
pedestrians, most of which also
occur in cities.

“With cities becoming
increasingly large, trans-
port congestion in urban
and surrounding areas, as
well as having an impact
on citizens’ quality of

life, costs almost EUR 100
billion per year.”

It is therefore understandable that
much attention has been paid to
this issue, with the Commission’s
2007 Green Paper ‘Towards a
new culture for urban mobility’,
followed by its 2009 Action Plan
on urban mobility. More recently,
in 2014, the European Parliament
published its own study ‘Urban
Mobility. Shifting towards sus-
tainable transport systems’. That
document notes that ‘irrespective
of limited direct competences in
that field, the EU has nonetheless
placed urban mobility at the top
of the EU agenda for many years
and developed a policy response
to urban mobility issues that is
manyfold, as it is delivered by
several EU policies and instru-
ments’.

Measures have been proposed in
a number of different areas, one
example being the need for much
more electric-powered public
transport such as metros and
trams.

This would prevent congestion
and pollution caused by cars,
which often carry only one
passenger, and would avoid

the use of non-renewable fossil
fuels, much of which has to be
imported.

The European Union has also
laid down rules to ensure the
safety and comfort of passengers,
paying particular attention

to the services provided for
elderly people and people with
disabilities. The European Union
has made funding available to
improve urban mobility, even
though local issues are involved
here.

The reason is clear, since damage
to the environment, energy con-
sumption and energy efficiency
are issues that go far beyond the
geographical territory of individual
Member States. Even though it

is of course important to seek to
ensure the well-being of every
single citizen, including those liv-
ing in rural areas, it must be borne
in mind that the percentage of
people living in urban areas in the
European Union (towns and cities
with more than 5.000 inhabitants)
rose from 71% in 2000 to 73% in
2010, and if this trend continues
the figure will reach 82% in 2050.
In 2007, moreover, urban areas
already accounted for 85% of the
Union’s GDP.

Manuel Porto
ALDE/EPP-ED, Portugal (1989-

1999)
mporto@fd.uc.pt
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FILMS ARE NOT FAST FOOD

We constantly hear the EU
Commission mantra that we need
to “remove obstacles to business
so that consumers can securely
and conveniently access goods and
services, including digital content
wherever they are regardless of
borders.” Films are not fast food.

| urge them to bear in mind the
following:

Unesco Convention on Cultural
Diversity

EU Member States and the EU have
ratified this Convention. Any EU
action must reflect that rules and
financial support are needed also

at Member State level to uphold
cultural diversity. Films are not fast
food. Cultural goods and services
are conveyors of meaning, values
and identity and precious for social
cohesion. They are invariably created
and distributed on a local, regional
and national basis.

Value of the Creative Industries
EU decision makers must properly
value the creative industries. They
represent at least 4.2% of the EU
economy and over 7 million direct
jobs and nearly 540 bn in turnover,
one of the biggest sectors in Europe,
key to Europe’s post-crisis recovery.
European creation is its most import-
ant source of material and spiritual
wealth within a global economy,
key to spreading its values across the
world. It merits a holistic industrial
strategy from the Commission.
Copyright and author’s rights pro-
tection. The EU Commission wants

to reform copyright as if this will
strengthen the creative industries. It
will not. They should remember that
IP rights are in the European Council
on Foreign Relations (ECFR) and
must be considered a civil right for
creators. It ensures creators can earn
a living and create diverse works. A
high level of copyright protection
remains essential for them to do so.

Combat Piracy

Online copyright infringement
threatens jobs, damages revenues
and undermines investment. It
cannot be right that a composer
sees his latest album appear on

7 pirate sites 2 months before it

is released and that Google Alert
tells him about it ? What kind of
business practice is this ? Effective
measures to fight against coun-
terfeiting of creative works remain
essential in sustaining the creator
and the producer. The EU Commis-
sion’s “Follow The Money” initiative
should be emulated more widely

in a bid to disrupt the business
models of sites carrying infringing
content. Effective promotion of legal
online offers across Europe, and
support for more of these services, is
essential.

TTIP must not sacrifice cultural
diversity

We must ensure that cultural
policies cannot be challenged in the
context of trade negotiations. The
EU Commission’s TTIP negotiating
mandate provides for the exclusion
of audiovisual services. This must

apply in both the linear and online
world. The Commission must

strictly fulfill its mandate and ensure
that digital AV services cannot be
liberalised in these agreements, as

it would prohibit Member States
from taking measures to promote
European creative works on digital
media. The Commission must also
ensure that back door commitments
in other fields such as online services
or telecoms do not circumvent the
exclusion of audiovisual services,
especially digital audiovisual services
by, for example, use of the words
“digital products.” which should not
include audiovisual programming/
works or other creative works.

Taxation Evasion

The fiscal evasion perfected by the
giants of the internet, often linked
to cultural services, is challenging
Member States’ capacity to benefit
from the digital economy. Better
fiscal coordination is needed to
avoid a race to the bottom.

Conclusion

Irish President Michael D Higgins
once said he wanted to see a world
of the “unfettered imagination.”
Lets make his dream come true
with a European digital agenda
committed to cultural diversity,

high quality jobs and conditions for
creators to unleash their imagination
“sans fin”.

Carole Tongue

PES, United Kingdom (1989-1999)
tounguec@btinternet.com
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THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ‘VIA CHARLEMAGNE’

You have, of course, already heard
of the Way of St James, which
leads to Santiago de Compostela.

Of the 29 paths that have been

awarded 'Cultural Route’ status

by the Council of Europe, it is by
far the best known.

The programme was proposed

in 1987 with the aim of using
tourism as a platform to highlight
Europe’s shared historical, cultural
and educational heritage. The
route draws on the lives of fam-
ous Europeans (Mozart), pilgrim-
age routes (Way of St. James, St
Martin, etc...) and natural beauty
(olive trees, vineyards, parks and
gardens), etc.

Taking the work of Noél Orsat as
a starting point, members of the
European Movements of France,
Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands, Spain and Italy
have decided to nominate the Via
Charlemagne for Cultural Route
status.

The Via Charlemagne easily meets
the Council of Europe’s criteria:

¢ On a cultural level: the route
will draw tourists” attention to the
buildings and objects which once
belonged to Charlemagne, includ-
ing the Throne of Aachen, the
Reims amulet and hundreds of
sculptures, stained-glass windows
and other adornments created
over the centuries, not to mention
the many legends about Charle-
magne which have emerged over

that time (in particular during

the Middle Ages), for example la
Chanson de Roland.

® On an educational level: the
project will use a number of topics
as a basis to explore the links
between Charlemagne’s political
system 12 centuries ago, his atti-
tude to religion, the agreements
he made with the Muslims and
his educational reforms. It will
give young Europeans a platform
for discussion and encourage
them to learn other languages

by educating them about their
shared history. Many schools bear
Charlemagne’s name.

e Tourism: the Via Charlemagne
will provide an opportunity to
discover a wealth of cultural
treasures, especially between
Hamburg and Barcelona, to watch
or take part in events (e.g. puppet
shows) and to buy local products
with the Charlemagne label.

Our quest to earn Cultural Route
status (in one or two years' time)
and bring the Via Charlemagne to
fruition has been, and continues
to be, both enjoyable and import-
ant.

Enjoyable because it gives us the
opportunity, month after month,
to bring together the diverse
group of individuals and organ-
isations who want to work with
us on this charming construction
project.

Important because the Via Charle-
magne will contribute to Europe’s

culture by promoting the richness
and diversity of our shared history.

On 28 January we were met

by Martin Schulz, President of
the European Parliament, who
granted us his patronage. We
are backed by former presidents
of the European Parliament,
MEPs, MPs, mayors, local council
presidents, the chairs of various
associations and eminent histori-
ans.

| am writing to you, dear reader
and former MEP, to invite you to
join us. You can participate in the
construction of the Via Charle-
magne by offering your moral,
practical and intellectual support.

Please send any comments or
ideas to my address.

Jean Marie Beaupuy

ALDE, France (2004-2009)
jeanmariebeaupuy.europe@sfr.fr
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KEY FACTS

World Press Freedom Day.

In 1993, the United Nations named 3 May as
annual World Press Freedom Day. The themes for
the 2015 World Press Freedom Day are independ-
ent and quality journalism, gender and media,
and digital safety for journalists and their sources.

Audiovisual Media Services Directive.

The 2010 Audiovisual Media Services Directive
codified amendments to the previous Television
without Frontiers Directive. It provides minimum
harmonisation of national rules on audiovisual
media with particular relevance to commercial
communications. The Directive also establishes
that Member States need to prohibit hate speech
and speech injurious to minors in audiovisual
services. The CJEU held in the Mesopotamia
Broadcast case that the regulation of media

by the Directive supposes a restriction on the
freedom of expression and is therefore to be
interpreted restrictively.

Legal Framework.

Given the public function of the media as a
‘watchdog’ of public authority, many Member
States have a more or less developed selfreg-
ulatory framework, with independent press
councils or complaints commissions (e.g. Presserat
in Germany, the former Press Complaints
Commission in the UK, replaced in 2014 by the
Independent Press Standards Organisation, and
to a lesser extent the French Observatoire de la
déontologie de I'information, created in 2012),
composed of representatives of journalists’ and
editors’ associations.

* Source: European Parliament Studly on Press freedom
in the EU.

Article 11 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights: Freedom of expression and information

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold opinions and to
receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers.
2. The freedom and pluralism of the media shall be respected.

Article 10 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental

Freedoms: Freedom of expression

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold opinions and to
receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers. This
article shall not prevent States from requiring the licensing of broadcasting, television or cinema enterprises.

2. The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be subject to such
formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society,
in the interests of national security, territorial integrity or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime,

for the protection of health or morals, for the protection of the reputation or rights of others, for preventing the
disclosure of information received in confidence, or for maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary.

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions
without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of

frontiers. (UN General Assembly of 10 December 1948)
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THE COMMITMENT OF THE EP

It is a great honour to contribute
to the European Parliament’s
Former Members Association
Bulletin on becoming the new
Chair of the LIBE Committee. |
was asked by the FMA Editorial
Board to comment on our per-
spective on media pluralism, one
of our many areas of competency.

The European Parliament remains
committed to upholding high
standards with regards to freedom
of expression and media pluralism
in the continent. The previous
mandate saw worrying trends

in Member States that posed
challenges to media independ-
ence. MEPs responded to this by
adopting resolutions to protect
media freedom whilst identifying
key areas of improvement such as
enhancing co-operation between
EU institutions and Agencies in
measuring the impact of media
laws, promoting ethical journalism
as well as enhancing citizens'
access to a free and diversified
media.

With regards to the obstacles
faced, a recent study commis-
sioned by the European Com-
mission at the Centre for Media
Pluralism and Media Freedom
(CMPF) at the European University
Institute has drawn attention to
this. They include geographic and
cultural pluralism in the media

in Estonia, Greece and Hungary,
this relates to the representation
of minorities. In addition, political

pluralism and pluralism of media
types is also identified as an issue
for Greece and Italy. From a UK
perspective, the Leveson inquiry
in 2012 also pointed to serious
concerns relating to ethics in
British journalism. Furthermore,
the Charlie Hebdo attacks have
drawn attention to the worrying
and increasing presence of radical-
ism in Europe which poses signi-
ficant challenges on freedom of
expression. From these examples,
it is evident that now more than
ever Europe is facing serious
threats in a number of areas to its
hard won freedoms, it is essential
that the EU offers a united and
comprehensive response.

Freedom of expression is at the
core of fundamental rights, the
European Parliament is committed
to promoting tolerance and
respect of diversity in our contin-
ent. Bearing this in mind, the LIBE
Committee will continue working
to protect freedom of express and
media independence which is part
of the committee’s priorities in the
new mandate of the European
Parliament. In March 2015, |
co-hosted a conference along
with the CULT Chair Silvia Costa
concerning media freedom and
pluralism in Europe. The event
served as a great opportunity for
MEPs to review the Media Plural-
ism Monitor (MPM), a monitoring
tool which assists European
institutions in detecting warnings
in Member States where the

freedom of the media is at risk.

The LIBE committee has outlined
its research programme for the
year ahead which includes pro-
ducing a report on the European
legal framework against hate
speech, blasphemy and freedom
of expression. The report will eval-
uate the effectiveness of existing
national legislation as well as
assess opportunities to strengthen
the current EU legal framework

in order to deal with hate speech
within the EU institutions. This
will provide crucial insight and
assistance to MEPs in protecting
freedom of expression.

As Chair of the LIBE Committee

| will continue to facilitate and
promote a strong dialogue with
civil society in order to ensure

full respect of the Charter of
Fundamental Rights within the

EU and the European Convention
on Human Rights. Moreover,

the committee will continue
working closely with the European
Commission, the EU Fundamental
Rights Agency as well as the
Centre for Media Pluralism and
Media Freedom to build on
existing measures whilst promote
transparency and safeguarding
rights.

Claude Moraes

Chairman of the Committee for
Civil Liberties, Justice and Home
Affairs
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A FREE, INDEPENDENT PRESS

Since 1994, at the initiative of
UNESCO and by decision of the
UN General Assembly, World Press
Freedom Day has been celebrated
annually on 3 May in order to
raise awareness of the extreme
importance of a free, pluralist
and independent press, as a vital
feature of democratic societies.
Martin Schulz, President of the
European Parliament, has put it
like this: ‘As Europeans we must
never surrender the values which
are so close to our hearts (...):
the freedom of the press and of
expression, tolerance, and mutual
respect.” This is more necessary
than ever today, because we face
a new dimension of terrifying
attacks on freedom of the press,
including by terrorists. The bloody
raid on Charlie Hebdo, the
beheadings by IS of journalists
whom they have taken hostage,
videos of which are placed on
the internet, and the public
beatings of a critical blogger in
Saudi Arabia are manifestations
of a growing information (and
disinformation) war and a war

of images, incorporating ransom
demands and exchanges of
prisoners.

In the annual Press Freedom Index
for 2014, Reporters Without
Borders quotes some horrific
statistics: although the number

of people who have lost their

lives has not risen, the number

of abducted journalists has

risen by 37 (1) per cent, while

at the same time the number

of journalists who have fled
abroad to escape violence and
persecution has doubled. The
areas which are currently most
dangerous for journalists are Syria,
the Palestinian Territories, Ukraine,
Iragq and Libya, which is where the
most were killed.

Reporters Without Borders was
set up in 1985 in Montpellier by
four French journalists, is based

in Paris and draws on some

130 correspondents around the
world for help with its work. It

is with their assistance that a

Press Freedom Index has been
compiled annually since 2002 and
published on 3 May. The annual
budget is around EUR 4.8 million.
Approximately half of this consists
of the organisation’s own income.
The EU and the French State also
contribute to its financing.

Many people regard the European
Union as a bastion of freedom of
the press, even if it falls short of
perfection. The contrary example
of Hungary has caught the eye,
but there is cause for concern
elsewhere, too. It is true that

half of the EU’s Member States
rank within the world Top 20 in
the Reporters Without Borders
index, which is very encouraging.
However, when it comes to the
other half, there is rather less
cause for enthusiasm. In France,
it is true that journalists can work
free of political influence and
censorship, but in some respects
they are subject to stricter legal
requirements than other people.
For example, if they slander public
office-holders, they are punished
more severely, and publishing
information about the financial
affairs of certain Members of
Parliament is a criminal offence.
In Italy, Berlusconi’s influence has
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waned considerably, but powerful
interest groups in society, politics
and business, as well as the Mafia,
continue to pressurise journalists.
In Croatia too, questionable

links between politicians, busi-
nesspeople and the media exist,
and the same is true in Romania
and Bulgaria, where moreover
journalists have received threats
of violence. In Hungary, on the
other hand, the government is
shamelessly exploiting its majority
to control the media. There, journ-
alists and media organisations

are threatened with punishment
and withdrawal of licences if they
‘violate human dignity’ or report
in an ‘unbalanced’” manner. How
that is to be defined is decided

by a Media Authority whose
members are appointed by the
government. That promotes
self-censorship. Regrettably,
uniform quality standards as called
for in a report adopted by the
European Parliament in May 2013
are certainly not respected.

Nonetheless, the European Union
exports independent media to the
whole world. CNN International
and Al Jazeera receive competition
from BBC World, France 24 and,
of late, from Deutsche Welle in
English and Arabic. Of these, BBC
World has by far the most gener-
ous budget — EUR 439 million per
annum — followed by Deutsche
Welle with EUR 280 million (plus a
one-off grant of EUR 10.5 million
for its English-language expan-
sion) and France 24 with EUR

100 million (in close cooperation
with TF 1 and France Télévisions).

In addition, BBC World Service
and Deutsche Welle broadcast
radio programmes in several
dozen languages, radio still being
the most widespread means of
communication.

In addition there is the
pan-European news channel
Euronews, currently broadcasting
in 13 languages, which is subsid-
ised by the EU. In return for its
funding, Euronews has given the
Commission an undertaking that
it will respect European interests.
It has an annual budget of EUR 73
million and is run by members of
the European Broadcasting Union
(EBU) in Geneva. Russian and
Ukrainian services are included.
However, the Ukrainian service
has recently been bought up by
an oligarch. More eye-catching
was the share purchase by an
Egyptian billionaire, who now
owns 53% of Euronews; Egypt
has long been a member of the
EBU. What changes this will bring
about remains to be seen. The
editorial board is in Lyon and has
not so far shown any signs of
submissiveness towards author-
itarian or dictatorial rulers. ‘We
must invest in the content of our
channel, in the programmes and
in the Euronews brand’, stresses
the Chairman of the Executive
Board, Michael Peters. He is
preparing to start a pan-African
Euronews service, ‘Africanews’,
which will broadcast from
Brazzaville in the Republic of the
Congo and is intended to distance
itself from the ‘white’ point of
view. A Kenyan is to take charge
of it. The Republic of the Congo

is said to be guaranteeing that

strict standards will be adhered
to, which unfortunately are not
widely respected in Africa, says
Peters.

All professional media service
providers also need to invest

in internet services and mobile
services, which are becoming
increasingly vital, and must
have a presence in social media
networks.

Karin Junker

Former journalist at WDR
Member of Reporter without
Frontiers

Member of “Deutsche Journali-
sten Union”

PES, Germany (1989-2004)
karin.junker@t-online.de

KEY FACTS

Reporters Without
Borders compiles the Press
Freedom Index annually for
the period from 15 Octo-
ber to 14 October of the
following year, using the
categories pluralism, media
independence, environ-
ment and self-censorship,
legislative framework,
institutional transparency
and production infrastruc-
ture. Abuses and acts of
violence against journalists
are also recorded, which
can adversely affect a
country’s ranking.
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FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND EUROPEAN COURTS

How is freedom of expression
defended in Europe? The Charter
of Fundamental Rights (EU Court)
and the Convention on Human
Rights (ECHR Court) are comple-
mentary.

Article 10 ECHR states: ‘Everyone
has the right to freedom of
expression. This right shall include
freedom to hold opinions and to
receive and impart information
and ideas without interference by
public authority and regardless of
frontiers.’

Article 11 of the EU Charter
states: ‘Everyone has the right

to freedom of expression. This
right shall include freedom to
hold opinions and to receive

and impart information and
ideas without interference by
public authority and regardless of
frontiers.

The freedom and pluralism of the
media shall be respected'.

The Nice Charter has added

the formula: ‘The freedom and
pluralism of the media shall be
respected.” This formula highlights
two elements:

The first is the value of pluralism
that becomes a common
European good and is therefore
subject to supranational pro-
tection going beyond individual
national legal provisions. The
second element is the inclusion,
in a context concerned mainly
with the personal sphere, of an
objective obligation to defend a

social institution: the media, ‘the
cornerstone of democracy.’

The EU Charter thus lays down
the conditions for ‘more extensive
protection’, thereby complement-
ing the case law established by
the Strasbourg Court. It starts
from the premise that freedom of
expression is a ‘vital and eminent
cornerstone of a democratic
society’, a freedom that must
always be safeguarded, and this
applies even to information that
‘offends, hurts or upsets.” If this
were not the case, the press
would not be able to play its
indispensable role as ‘watchdog
of public opinion.” This inevitably
brings to mind ‘Charlie’...
However, the ECHR also poses
the question of how to balance
freedom of information with the
protection of privacy under Article
8 of the Convention: ‘Everyone
has the right to respect for his
private and family life, his home
and his correspondence’.(In the
Nice Charter ‘correspondence’
has been replaced by ‘com-
munications’). It is clear to the
European Courts that ‘in the

face of advances in technigues
for recording and reproducing
personal data, greater vigilance

is essential to protect personal
privacy’, not only against
‘authoritarian interference by the
public authorities’, but also ‘in
interpersonal relationships.” They
admit, however, that ‘the right of
the community to be informed, a
fundamental right in a democratic

society, may also relate to aspects
of private life, in particular in the
case of politicians.’

It is a delicate balancing act, and
as the great jurist Paolo Barile has
stated: ‘The public interest will
never be deemed to coincide with
the interest of the public, which
is often unhealthy and fed by the
gutter press’.

The parallel case law of the two
courts has therefore given rise to
a European model of freedom

of information, the parameter

of the democratic identity of the
individual Member States.

This model is also being shaped by
a mass of rules recently adopted
on the ‘neighbouring area’ of
electronic communications. Here
the problem is the ‘subversive
nature’ of the web, the creation
of areas operating outside the law
in which prior controls on inform-
ation are becoming increasingly
difficult, the only possibility often
being to cross-check sources of
equal reliability. Of course, there

is good reason to believe that

‘the problem of pluralism of the
sources will be played out in
future on the basis of the right of
access to the web.” But this will be
the topic of another article with
this same focus.

Andrea Manzella

Professor of Constitutional Law
Director of the Centre for Studies
on the Parliament at the Luiss
University, Rome

PES, Italy (1994-1999)
an.manzella@gmail.com
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A CONSTITUTION FOR THE INTERNET

The issue of internet rights

has been the subject of much
attention around the world in
recent times, as evidenced by two
judgments handed down last year
by the Court of Justice, which on
8 April found the Data Retention
Directive to be unlawful and on
13 May established the right to be
forgotten, stating that ‘the funda-
mental rights under Articles 7 and
8 of the Charter (...) override, as
a norm (...) the economic interest
of the operator of the search
engine’.

Against this background, the
President of Italy’s Chamber of
Deputies decided to set up a
commission to draw up an outline
Internet Bill of Rights. The outline
was adopted in October and
posted on the internet for public
consultation. In parallel to this, a
large number of parliamentary
hearings were held on the matter,
which was also discussed with a
special commission set up by the
French National Assembly. An
in-depth review of the outline will
now be conducted on the basis of
the findings.

This process goes beyond merely
providing a basis for discussions
in the Italian Parliament, as the
intention is to foster debate out-
side Italy with a view to ultimately
concluding an international
agreement — however remote a
prospect that may appear, given
the issue’s complexity — and in the

meantime to identify promising
elements of national legal systems
that could form the basis for an
informal Internet Bill of Rights.

The distinguishing feature of the
ltalian ‘Declaration of Internet
Rights’ is that it is the first such
document to have been drawn
up by a public institution. Fur-
thermore, a deliberate choice has
been made not to list the basic
principles and rights laid down

in international standards and
national constitutions, but merely
to make the general statement
that they are guaranteed on the
internet. What the declaration
does do is to outline the principles
and rights that apply specifically
to the digital environment and to
highlight their specific features
and the impact they have on the
system of rights as a whole.

The key words here (in addition to
the familiar concepts of personal
data protection and informational
self-determination) are access,
neutrality, IT system and domain
integrity and inviolability, digital
identity, individual rights and
guarantees on internet platforms,
anonymity and the right to be for-
gotten, inter-operability, the right
to knowledge and education, and
web governance. The declaration
does, our course, acknowledge
the importance of economic and
security requirements. However, it
insists on the need for rights and
freedoms to be fully upheld, in

IN BRIEF

The website for consulta-
tion was open on 13
October 2014 and it was
closed on 31 March 2015.
Accesses to the platform
have been over 14,000,
almost 10,000 users, and
about 600 comments.

To consult the proposal

in English, you may visit
the following link: http:/
www.camera.it/application/
xmanager/projects/leg17/
attachments/upload_file/
upload_files/000/000/189/
dichiarazione_dei_diritti_in-
ternet_inglese.pdf

line with the Charter of Funda-
mental Rights of the European
Union and the Court of Justice
rulings referred to above.

It is important to ensure that
security requirements are not
allowed to give rise to a Big
Brother-style surveillance society
in which oppressive controls and
exclusion are the norm. Economic
issues are dealt with in connection
with the principle of web neutral-
ity, which ensures that the inter-
net remains a creative medium
where innovation can thrive and
prevents dominant companies
from pushing their competitors
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off the market. Furthermore,
interoperability between web
platforms that provide essential
personal and professional services
to the general public must be
guaranteed, in keeping the
principles of competition and
contractual equality.

It must also be emphasised

that internet access should be
regarded as a fundamental
individual right (Tim Berners-Lee
has compared it to the right of
access to water); an essential

guarantee against not only all
forms of censorship but also any
indirect restrictions.

The catalogue of rights set out

in the declaration does not
guarantee absolute freedom

on the internet; it is intended

to ensure that users are not
dependent on external factors
and are not vulnerable to the
usurpation of their right to build
their own digital personality and
identity, which is threatened by
the widespread us of probabilistic
algorithms and techniques. The
concept of freedom to manage
one’s own personal information
therefore needs to incorporate
new rights, such as the right

not be tracked and the right to
‘chip silence’ (i.e. to disconnect
from one’s network environment
at any time). This is an issue

that needs to be looked into
particularly carefully in view of the
fact that we are swiftly becoming
a profoundly interconnected
society as we move from the

Internet of Things towards what
some people have called the
Internet of Everything, which will
bring a degree of digitisation of
our daily lives that could radically
affect our minds and bodies.
Individuals cannot be reduced

to mere ciphers bending to the
wishes of powerful groups; they
must be given back control over
their digital existence. The issue
of identity is of key importance
here, as it is central to the right to
develop one’s digital personality
without let or hindrance. With

a view to this, careful thought
needs to be given to the question
of copyright, as the knowledge
available on the web can come to
be shared by everyone.

So the stakes are extremely

high: the internet clearly needs a
proper ‘constitution” and cannot
be governed by rules laid down
by private concerns that have no
democratic legitimacy, such as
over-the-top content providers.
The purpose of an Internet Bill of
Rights is therefore to lay down
the constitutional rules that are
essential if the web is to remain a
free and democratic medium; the
largest public forum the world
has ever known.

Stefano Rodota

Jurist and Politician

Professor Hemeritus of Civil Law
at the Sapienza University of
Rome.

Committee member of the NEXA
Center for Internet and Society.
Director of different scientific
magazines.
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FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND MEDIA IN THE EU

There is always - or there should
be - a tension between the media
and those in power. They both
need each other but ultimately
their interests are different.

Brussels has over 900 accredited
Correspondents, slightly fewer
than at the height of the Euro-
zone crisis. It is the headquarters
of the European institutions but it
does not compare to a capital like
London with over 1700 registered
Correspondents from outside the
UK.

Neither does it compare with the
journalistic culture of Washington.
In the American capital it is often
asked whether a reporter is sym-
pathetic to the Administration or
pro-Republican or pro-Democrat.
In Brussels | have rarely heard a
discussion speculating on whether
a journalist favours one party over
another in the European Parlia-
ment. But judgements are made
as to whether individual reporters
are pro or anti the European
project. In that sense covering the
EU is different to covering other
centres of power.

To be a critic is to risk being
branded a euro-sceptic or a pop-
ulist but, in my experience, the
awkward or even the hostile are
not cold-shouldered or isolated.

The EU was at its most thin-
skinned during the Eurozone

crisis. The reason was that

its survival was at stake. In

those days the President of

the Commission Jose Manuel
Barroso railed against what he
called the ‘intellectual glamour of
pessimism’ and pointed the finger
at Anglo-Saxon scribblers. Some
even believed there was a plot to
undermine the EU but those days
passed. And however frustrated
European officials were, they did
not attempt to silence the press.

Under Jean-Claude Juncker, the
relatively new President of the
Commission, steps were taken

to give the press more access.

On a Wednesday, different Com-
missioners appear in the press
room and can be questioned
directly. British reporters are
steeped in adversarial politics and
European politicians expect hostile
guestions. Other countries are
more respectful but that did not
stop Mr Juncker being questioned
closely about tax deals and
Luxembourg.

The daily briefing rarely illumin-
ates. It exists to give the appear-
ance that the EU is a government.
During the Eurozone crisis most
of the leaks of documents came
from Commission officials.

It could be argued that the re-
sources of the journalists are small
compared to the EU’s budget for
advertising and promoting itself.

It is in excess of 2 billion euros a
year. It is controversial because
there are now a range of parties
in Europe which question the
authority of Brussels. It remains a
continuing challenge for invest-
igative reporters determined to
report on how money is used and
who is accountable.

Freedom of expression is a

core European value. How
precisely that is interpreted
differs from country to country.
Publicly funded TV and Radio is
often vulnerable to government
pressure. In Spain journalists at
TVE complained of a “parallel
newsroom’ being created, made
up of those more sympathetic to
the government. Public stations
are also vulnerable to budget cuts.

The question often raised in Italy
is whether RAl is controlled by
the politicians. To what extent are
news directors appointed because
of their political connections?



30 | FMA BULLETIN - 51

FOCUS

During the Berlusconi years there
was criticism that the Prime
Minister not only controlled his
Mediaset empire with three
national TV channels but that he
had a heavy influence on RAI.

Publicly financed channels never
have an easy relationship with
those in power. In the UK the BBC
has had major rows with different
governments but all parties know
that the public would defend the
independence of the BBC.

In Europe the EU can act as a
defender of press freedom. In
Hungary in 2011 a media law was
proposed under which journalists
would face huge fines if their
coverage was judged unbalanced.
The European Commission began
investigating and the law was
amended to comply with EU
regulations.

In different countries there are
different traditions and different
methods of control. German
politicians like to have article
approval over their interviews. But
casting a daily eye over Le Monde,
Le Figaro, Der Spiegel, La Repub-
blica it is clear a strong streak of
journalistic independence remains.

The main question is whether
too much respect is shown to
European leaders and institutions.
The challenge remains to hold
those in power accountable.

Gavin Hewitt

BBC Chief Correspondent

Europe

Joined the BBC in 1984.

BBC's Washington Correspondent.
Won the Royal Television Society
Award in 2001.
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FMA activities

EP TO CAMPUS PROGRAMME

RADICALISATION IN EUROPE

Two important Izmir universities,
Dokuz Eylul and Yasar gathered

to celebrate Europe Day 2015
with keynote speeches from
Former Member of the European
Parliament Baroness Nicholson of
Winterbourne. Two eminent aca-
demics, Professor Dr Aylin Guney,
Dean of Yasar's Department of
International Studies and Professor
Dr Canan Balkir, Jean Monnet
Chair in European Economic Integ-
ration and chair of EU Studies for
Dokuz Eylul University co-hosted
the day’s events. Professor Angelo
Santiagostino, Chair ad Personam
in European Economic Integration
for Yildirim Beyazit University
joined in the valuable discussions
that followed. The theme for

the day was “Radicalisation in
Europe: Religion and Racism”.
The Baroness focussed on the
Rule of Law, commenting on the
eight hundredth anniversary of the
world famed Magna Carta and

of its sister document The Charter
of the Forest. She noted that the
US Constitution and the modern
Human Rights UN conventions
were directly derived from the
powerful movement towards
democracy contained within the
twin charters, which had originally
been referred to as one. The
rights of women as widows,
inheritors and parents are clearly
identified, and children feature
too.

Within the context of the times,
when Kings ruled almost unilat-
erally, the incredible modernity

of the twin Charters in today’s
European terms is startling,
laudable and audacious in its
demands. Yet it succeeded, the
King’s scarlet seal and signature
were gained and all of the
Charters’ articles became the
common law, the law for all.

Radicalism, combined with
deliberate racism turns away from
common law and creates its own,
frequently poisonous rulebook
which its adherents bind them-
selves to follow. The underlying
principles of fairness, tolerance,
respect for the other who may

be different from you yourself are
thrown out and replaced with viol-
ence, death-dealing punishments
and a separation of a population
into different sections labelled by
faith, by origin, physical state or
other discriminatory identifica-
tions. Disaster follows; millions are
placed at risk of rejection, lifelong
misery and well founded fear of
summary execution.

Europe experienced this ul-
tra-radicalisation and its appalling
consequences twice in the 20th
Century. The Middle East with ISIL
is under the heel of violent radic-
alisation now. Yet Europe, the EU
and the Council of Europe have
broadly succeeded throughout
the continent in taming the radical
element inherent in human nature
and in turning it towards creative
co-operation for fruitful human
gain.

The last century and its wars are
well and truly over and outcomes
firmly settled. Our Rule of Law
existence now faces new threats
to its stability. Violent jihadism, in
its various forms strikes to destroy
our wider Europe values; demo-
cracy, the fundamental freedoms,
the fight against corruption, our
acquis communautaire that binds
together our citizens and our
institutions.

Izmir, one of the most famous
ancient trading cities has pro-act-
ive tolerance at the heart of its
civilisation: the land where Homer
trod, where the pathway crossing
a small isthmus in Urla was lately
repaired by Alexander the Great,
recently uncovered the world’s
oldest olive oil factory 8000

years ago, with replicate tools
and implements in full working
order. An exciting example of
modern Izmir is the Dokuz Eylul
Izmir Biomedicine and Genome
Centre. Partnership, co-operation,
invention and the common law
binding us all, as in Izmir, London,
Strasbourg, and Brussels show will
overcome the terrors of perverted
racism, false faiths and distorted
radicalisation.

Emma Baroness Nicholson
of Winterbourne

University of Dokuz Eylul, from 6
to 8 May 2015

ALDE, United Kingdom (1999-

2009)
NicholsonE@parliament.uk
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NEW AND OLD DEMOCRACIES

Let me begin paying homage

to Catania, epicentre of the
tragedy that we are living in the
Mediterranean. The Sicilian and
the Italian people are behaving
according to the values enshrined
in the European Union, while the
majority of member states are
foot-dragging.

Let me propose a definition for
democracy: “Our constitution
does not copy the laws of neigh-
bouring states; its administration
favours the many instead of

the few; this is why it is called

a democracy”. This speech was
made 2.500 years ago by Pericles.

The definition is still up-to-date.
However, democracy has not
been the prevailing rule since
that time. We can reckon a

lot of democratic experiments
since then but empires and
dictatorships have dominated the
Mediterranean. Beginning 1945,
the most democratic places in the
Mediterranean were the British
colonies.

The European project was
announced the 9th of May of
1950 by Robert Schuman, and
reinforced five years later with the
Conference of Messina. Its final
aim was not only economic; it was
to change a history of internecine
wars struggling for Hegemony.
The cornerstone of a shared belief
in democracy was not enshrined
till the Treaty of Lisbon.

The EU is a “"Weaver of Peace”

process of working together
among former enemies. The most
efficient weapon was to define
common values and to build

up common institutions step by
step in this project of “European
Federation”.

In democracy we are all young.
Even the French Revolution was
a little more than 200 years ago.
Under the Colonels dictatorship,
a Greek repeating Pericles speech
risked to go into jail.

Let me go beyond our shores,
with cases as different as Turkey,
Israel, Morocco or the diverging
evolution of the pioneers of the
Arab spring, Tunisia and Egypt.
Peace is a burning question all
over the area, especially in the
Middle East with Israel-Palestine,
the war in Syria, Irag and the
black hole of Libya.

There is a democratic aspiration

of the majority of the peoples in
spite of the crazy attempt of a
Caliphate with modern warfare
and technology. The modernisa-
tion of the Arab world confronts
three main challenges: the deficits
of freedom, woman’s participation
and knowledge.

Now, it is neither possible to
Create iron curtains to prevent the
minds’ pollution to democracy nor
is feasible to impose it by invasion
and violence; it is @ maturation
process of every society.

The only multilateral partnership
till now is the Union for the

Mediterranean among the 28
member states of the EU and

15 partner countries from North
Africa, Middle East and Southeast
Europe. It has the aim of
promoting stability and prosperity
throughout the region with three
baskets (Political and Security,
Economic and Financial, social
and cultural). Will it be so helpful
like the Helsinki process under the
Cold War?

We are at a difficult time in
humanitarian and political terms
facing the recurrent and intoler-
able tragedies taking place in the
Mediterranean, which demand

a rapid response. The crisis and
the rise of populist parties make
all debate and action tricky. We
must build on the lines designed
at the European Council on 23
April and the forthcoming agenda
of the Commission: Solidarity by
constraint, pragmatic agenda with
more means and long-term vision,
fostering the debate on migration
and the demographic future of
the Union.

Enrique Barén Crespo
University of Catania, from 8 to 9
May 2015

PES, Spain (1986-2009)
enrique.baron@european-found-
ation.org
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FMA activities

EP TO CAMPUS PROGRAMME

BEAUTIFUL LJUBLJANA

It is not easy to get to Ljubljana
from Scotland. | had an early start,
catching a 6.30 am flight from
Glasgow to London Stansted

on 13th May, then waiting for a
boring 5 hours until my connecting
flight departed for Ljubljana. But it
was worth the wait. This beautiful
city, dating back 5,000 years and a
major military encampment during
Roman-times, is rich in history and
culture.

After a pleasant evening strolling
through the narrow, cobbled
streets and gorgeous squares of
the Old Town, | spent the night in
the comfortable Hotel Pri Mraku,
where | was collected on the
morning of 14th May by Spela
Sinigoj, Assistant Professor at the
University of Ljubljana, where | had
been invited under the auspices of
the Former Members' Association
(FMA) to lecture on human rights.
We walked to the Faculty of Arts,
where | was introduced to the
charming and erudite Professor
Ksenija Vidmar-Horvat, who

had organized my visit. My first
lecture on the impact of austerity
measures on human rights in the
EU was hugely well attended. The
room was packed with over 40
students and around half a dozen
others were perched on chairs in
the corridor, hoping to hear my
lecture through the open door.

After lunch | joined Lynn Hunt,
Professor of Modern European
History at the UCLA, for a human
rights seminar chaired by Professor
Vidmar-Horvat. Lynn Hunt's book

—Inventing Human Rights (2007)’
has just been published in Slovene
and she spoke eloquently of the
origins of ‘Les Droits de I'Homme’
in 18th century France and how
that has translated into universal
human rights today.

On the morning of Friday 15th
May it was raining heavily in
Ljubljana when we set off for the
Faculty of Arts, for the morning’s
lecture. My talk this time was

on the deteriorating situation of
human rights in Iran and Iraq,
based on my new book, released
on 1st June, entitled: ‘SELF-SACRI-
FICE — Life with the Iranian Moja-
hedin’. The book covers my years
of association with the People’s
Mojahedin of Iran and their fight
to restore freedom and democracy
to the beleaguered citizens of Iraq.
| spent five years from 2009-2014
as President of the European Par-
liament’s Delegation for Relations
with Iraq and travelled to Baghdad,
Erbil and many other areas in the
Middle East on frequent occasions,
witnessing for myself the venal
corruption and desperate abuse
of human rights that has emerged
since the illegal invasion of Irag by
the West.

In my talk | said that the world
would pay a heavy price for
Obama’s desperate attempts to
secure a legacy deal over Iran’s
nuclear programme. The mullahs
will stop at nothing to develop a
nuclear weapon in their efforts to
dominate the Middle East. They
have already almost taken over

neighbouring Irag and Tehran
currently finances and arms
Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in
Palestine, Bashir al-Assad in Syria
and the Houthi rebels in Yemen.
They export terrorism and the West
should sign no deals with them.

Following my lecture | joined

up again with Professor Ksenija
Vidmar-Horvat, Professor Lynn
Hunt and Assistant Professor Spela
Sinigoj for lunch before bidding
farewell and heading to the airport
for my return flights to Stansted
and Glasgow.

Struan Stevenson

University of Ljubljana, from 13 to
15 May 2015

EPP/ECR, United Kingdom (1999-
2014)

struanmep@aol.com

Thanks to Candriam for supporting all
thiese programmes.
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“Pandora, Penelope, Polity: How to Change the European Union”,
by Andrew Duff, published by John Harper Publishing, €15.

Andrew Duff’s indefatigable
commitment to deepening

and democratising Europe is
unabated by recent events.

His latest publication (“How to
Change the European Union")
is testimony to his faith in the
process of European integration.

Or is it? He is actually rather
skeptical about what can be
done without changing the
treaties. Not for him the patient
reform and development

of existing EU policies and
legislation, nor the overhaul

of working methods and
procedures that the institutions
are about to embark on
through the re-negotiation of
Inter-Institutional Agreements,
nor even an evolution of the
“spitzenkandidat” innovation.
Treaty change, he argues, is
necessary and is needed soon,
whatever the hurdles in its way.
Not that he denies the risks.

He cheerfully admits that “a
general revision of the treaties
is complex and may be un-
popular” and “can scarcely be
attempted if there is not a very
good chance of success”. But,
he argues, "“Europe still lacks

a sound constitutional frame-
work” and it needs “a proper
government if it is to survive and
prosper”.

Andrew writes elegantly. His
account of recent developments
in the EU, from the 2002-3
Constitutional Convention to
the measures taken in response
to the financial crisis, is full of
insights. He provides a good
account of how each institution
has been affected by the Lisbon
Treaty and by enlargement. He
rebuts some revisionist accounts
of what has happened. Finally,
he prescribes an ambitious way
forward.

In this, he does not hesitate to
tread where few others dare

(especially if they are British) in
advocating a strengthening of

the federal aspects of the Union.

He draws on ideas contained in
the Constitutional treaty, in the
2002 “Penelope” document

of the European Commission,
the 2009 “Fundamental Law”
proposal of the “Spinelli Group”
of MEPs and, of course, several
ideas of his own, woven to-
gether in a compelling narrative.
But many readers will still
wonder whether this is the right
time to embark on a wholesale
revision of the treaties requiring,
as it does, unanimous consent
by all governments and ratific-
ation by every single Member
State. Post-Lisbon, the treaties
offer much flexibility and better

accountability. The things that
cannot be done on the basis of
the current treaties are things
for which there is currently no
consensus anyway, such as full
debt mutualisation, or qualified
majority voting on taxation

or on Foreign Policy, let alone
on Andrew’s plea that treaty
revision itself should no longer
require unanimity or that there
should be Europe-wide refer-
enda. As to his assertion that the
eurozone should be the ‘core
group’ for further integration,
it is hard to see it being so in
non-economic fields (some of its
members are not in Schengen,
some are hardly avant-garde in
security or defence matters, for
example).

Nonetheless, anyone interested
in the subject of EU reform, and
who is tired of the cliches that
this debate often throws up,
would find this booklet refresh-
ing and enlightening on a wide
range of aspects of the subject.
And if, perchance, there is to be
a new revision of the treaties in
the coming years, with a Con-
vention to prepare it, then this
publication will certainly inform
many of its debates.

Richard Corbett MEP
S&D, United Kingdom
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PHOTO REPORT

On 26 and 27 May 2015,
members of the FMA gathered
in Brussels to participate in an
EPRS Information Seminar, to
mourn former colleagues during
the Memorial Service, to enjoy
the lively debate with Kristalina
Georgieva, Vice-President of

the EC, to discuss the FMA
activities and to cast their vote
to renew the FMA Management
Committee.
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ACTIVITIES T

October 2015

12-14 November 2015

2 December 2015

STUDY VISIT TO ALGERIA
Dates and details will be
communicated at a later

VISIT TO LUXEMBOURG
Members will visit the Court
of Justice of the EU, the Court

FMA ANNUAL SEMINAR
from 2 pmto 5 pm,
European Parliament,

stage. Check your emails. of Auditors of the EU, and the Brussels.
Parliament of Luxembourg.
2 December 2015 2 December 2015
FMA GET-TOGETHER FMA ANNUAL COCKATIL
LUNCH AND DINNER
at 1 pm, in the Members’ from 6.30 pm in Members'
Restaurant, European Parlia- Restaurant, European Parlia-
ment, Brussels. ment, Brussels.
Jean Jacob BICEP Giuseppe Ewa HEDKVIST Arlene Jaroslav Hannes
(France, 2012- GARGANI PETERSEN MCcCARTHY PASKA SWOBODA
2014, Greens) (italy, 1999-2014, (Sweden, 1999- (United Kingdom, (Slovakia, 2009- (Austria, 1996-
EPP) 2007, PES) 1994-2014, PES) 2014, EFD) 2014, PES)

NEW TRAINEES

The FMA has two new trainees, who will work for the FMA until 31 July
2015. Mr Thomas TESSIER is also of French nationality and he is complet-

ing his Master degree in European Politics at the University of Rennes.

Members can address him in French, English and German. Ms Célia
TIZMART is of French nationality and she is completing her Master degree in Political Engineering
at Aix-en-Provence University. Members can address her in French, English and Italian.
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IN MEMORIAM

It is with deep regret that we report the decease of some
MEPs and former MEPs.

If you are aware of a former member who has passed away,
the Management Committee would be grateful to be
informed through the FMA Secretariat in Brussels.

The Editorial Board is also prepared to publish obituaries
written by members.

NEW PUBLICATION

“The Stormy Years of Reforms”, by be defined in a very simple way:

Margarita Starkeviciute (2015), Vil- learning by doing. The book unveils

nius, Ebook. e-ISBN 9786094038143  this learning by analysing the details

(p.105), Lithuanian language. and it contains some articles already
published in some newspapers.

On March 11, 2015 Lithuania The book includes also the first

celebrated the 25th anniversary of Lithuanian market analytical data

the Restoration of Independence, prepared by the Central Securities

a milestone from a Soviet country Depository of Lithuania, where the

on the way to a EU member State. author led a research team.

Lithuania’s success formula can

ANECDOTE

«In 2008 the summer holiday started early in the European school. Two of my children went home to Hungary, while
my middle son in Hungary still had a week of school. They were 15, 11 and 8 years old at the time. On the morning
of June 12, my 11-year-old son called me, and asked me to return home immediately. He was crying, and | could

not help much. Because of a conference, | had to stay in Brussels. | was, however, concerned and nervous, when my
oldest soon send me the following short message: FAILED. | understood that my middle son failed the school year.

| called him, but he did not pick up the phone. | called my husband, but he knew nothing about. | blamed him, for
not even recognizing the signals of the failure before. | asked him, or best to say | ordered him, to quit the meeting
and rush home to check if they were alright, and if anything bad happened. After he arrived home, he called me and
asked me angrily, if I would remember what | asked my older soon the day before. | did not care about what he was
saying, but only about the failure of my middle son. Finally he told me, that our son was all right, and reminded me |
asked my older son to send me a short sms about the result of the Irish referendum on the Lisbon Treaty. It has failed.
Fortunately | had to stay one more week in Brussels and the story had time to develop as our favourite old story to
tell, rather than a failure of our marriage.»

Edit HERCZOG

Hungary, S&D (2004-2014), mrs.edit.nerczog@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM OTHER ASSOCIATIONS

FP-AP

The European Association

of Former Parliamentarians (FP-AP)
held its Annual General Assembly in
Paris on 20 March 2015. Among the
different topics discussed, it should
be mentioned that the following
Declaration on terrorism was
adopted:

“The members of the General As-
sembly of the European Association
of former members of parliament
of the member states of the Council
of Europe (FP-AP), during their
meeting of 20th March 2015 in
Paris, discussed with great concern
the spread of violent terrorist attacks
against the universal fundamental
values of democracy: collective and
individual freedom and security,

the freedom of expression and the
freedom of media.

The FP-AP strongly condemns the
barbaric atrocities that took place

in 2014 and 2015 in Brussels, Paris,
Copenhagen and Tunis.

The FP-AP stresses the need of a

world wide active education for,

as well as implementation and
protection of democratic values and
Human Rights.”

At the Paris meeting, the Lithuanian
and the British Associations of
former Parliamentarians formally
joined FP-AP.

FP-AP President, Mr Luis Nandin de
Carvalho, represented the European
Association during our events in
May.

CANADIAN ASSOCIATION

Hon. Andy Mitchell, President of
the Canadian Association, made us
the honour to come to our annual
events and had a fruitful exchange
with the present members.

From 31 May to 2 June 2015, Mrs
Brigitte Lagenhagen, FMA Honorary
Secretary, represented our Associ-
ation at the Annual General Meeting
of the Canadian Association of
Former Parliamentarians in Ottawa.

EUROPE DAY

On Europe Day all the European Institutions opened their doors to the
citizens. Many activities were organised in Brussels, Strasbourg, Luxem-
bourg, in all the EP Offices and EU Delegation around the globe. Those,
who visited Brussels, had the opportunity to participate in numerous
conferences on development cooperation and to debate Empowering
women and girls: dignity and development for all” with Sakharov Prize
winners Denis Mukwege and Hauwa Ibrahim.

9 May 2015
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European Parliament Former Members Association
Association des anciens députés au Parlement européen

27 May 2015

Dear Member,

Re: RESULTS OF THE VOTES

Please find below the detailed results of the votes which took place at the Annual General Assembly of the
Association on 27 May 2015:

1) The vote on the Annual Report and Accounts:

AGAINST ABSTAIN

To approve the Annual Report and Accounts 194 2 8

There were 218 votes cast, of which 14 were left blank.

2) The election for five members of the FMA Management Committee
The following members were elected in the order below and will now serve on the Management Committee
for a period of two years until the Annual General Assembly meeting of 2017:

1. Lord BALFE Richard

2. RIERA MEDURELL Teresa
3. BERTENS Jan-Willem

4. BALDI Monica

5. NEWTON-DUNN Bill

There were 218 votes cast, of which 3 were ruled invalid and 1 was left blank, leaving a total valid poll of 214.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who tool part in these elections.

Yours sincerely,

Eva LICHTENBERGER Jan MULDER
Scrutineer Scrutineer



40 | FMA BULLETIN - 51

LATEST NEWS ©

NEW MEMBERS OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Enrique Lord Richard Brigitte Jan-Willem Monica
BARON CRESPO BALFE LANGENHAGEN BERTENS BALDI

Barbara Andrea
DUHRKOP DUHRKOP MANZELLA

NEW FMA BUREAU

President: Enrique BARON CRESPO
Vice-President: Lord BALFE

Bill Teresa Anthony
NEWTON-DUNN RIERA MADURELL SIMPSON

Honorary Secretary: Brigitte LANGENHAGEN
Treasurer: Jan-Willem BERTENS

LIST OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

e FMA Bulletin Editorial Board: Ms Diihrkop Diihrkop,
Ms Langenhagen, Mr Manzella, Mrs Riera Madurell, Mr Simpson

e Speakers Bureau: Ms Baldi
e EP to Campus: Lord Balfe

e Relations with Budgets Committee, DG Finance: Ms Dihrkop
Ddhrkop

e Dinner Debate: Ms Baldl, Mr Bertens, Ms Diihrkop Diihrkop

e Delegates to the Bureau of the European Association of Former
Members: Ms Langenhagen and Mr Manzella. If necessary, Ms
Langenhagen will be substituted by Lord Balfe and Mr Manzella
will be substituted by Mr Bertens)

e Delegates to the Annual General Assembly, seminars and
colloquies of the European Association of Former Members:

Ms Langenhagen, Mr Manzella and Mr Bertens (or Mr Newton
Dunn if Mr Bertens is not available). Besides the FMA delegates or
their substitutes and in agreement with the European Association,
other FMA Committee Members may participate in the annual
seminars or colloquies at their own expense.

e Relations with Former Members Associations outside the
European Union: Lord Balfe

e Delegates to Global Democracy Initiative: Mr Barén Crespo, Lord
Balfe, Ms Langenhagen, Mr Bertens

e Relations with Think Tanks, Policy Institutes, Foundations:
Ms Langenhagen, Mrs Riera Madurell

e Activity on Democracy Building and EU Election Observation:
Lord Balfe, Mr Bertens, Ms Langenhagen, Mr Newton-Dunn

e Archives: Mr Simpson



