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Monday, 26 October 

 
 

Hans-Gert Pöttering 
FMA President and Former President of the European Parliament 
 

Hans-Gert Pöttering was born on 15 September 1945 in 

Bersenbrück, Germany. 
 

He is a German politician (CDU) and is the current President of the 

European Parliament Former Members Association.  He was the 

only Member of the European Parliament who has served 

continuously from the first direct election in 1979 until the 1st of 

July 2014 – with 35 years of uninterrupted membership. He held a 

number of leading positions in the EP and European People’s Party 

throughout his political career. From 2007 until 2009, he was 

President of the European Parliament. 

 

 

 

 

Georg Pfeifer1 
Head of the European Parliament Liaison Office (EPLO) in Germany 
 

Since January 2020, Georg Pfeiffer is the Head of the 

European Parliament Liaison Office in Berlin. He 

moved to Berlin from Vienna where he was the Head 

of EPLO in Austria.  

 

Pfeifer has a master's degree in political science and 

German philology at the University of Innsbruck, 

Vienna, Liège and Brussels as well as a postgraduate 

degree at the College of Europe in Bruges. 

 

 

                                              
1 https://www.presseportal.de/pm/106967/4479895 

https://www.presseportal.de/pm/106967/4479895
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Jörg van Essen2 
Vice-President of the Association of Former Members of the German Bundestag 
and the European Parliament 

 
Jörg van Essen was born on 29 September 1947 in Burscheid, 

Germany.  

 

He studied law at the University of Cologne from 1968 to 1973. 

After he finished university, he became a prosecutor in Münster, 

Hagen and Dortmund from 1976 to 1985. Since 1980 van Essen has 

been a member of the Free Democratic Party and from 1990-2013 

van Essen was a member of the Bundestag. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Wolfgang Schäuble3 
President of the German Bundestag 

 

Dr. Wolfgang Schäuble was born on 18 September 1942 in 

Freiburg, Germany.  

 

He studied Law and Economics in Freiburg and Hamburg 

(1961-66). In 1970 he obtained the qualification of Assessor 

of Law (Rechtsassessor) and in 1972 his Doctorate in Law. In 

the same year, he was elected Member of Parliament for the 

Christian Democratic Union (Christlich Demokratische Union 

Deutschlands, CDU), a position he holds to this day. From 

1981 to 1984, Wolfgang Schäuble was Parliamentary 

Secretary of the CDU/CSU parliamentary group, from 1984 to 

1989 Federal Minister for Special Tasks and Head of the 

Federal Chancellery, and from 1989 to 1991 he was Federal Minister of the Interior. In this 

role, he led the negotiations on behalf of the federal government with the government of the  

                                              
2http://webarchiv.bundestag.de/archive/2013/1212/bundestag/abgeordnete17/biografien/

E/essen_joerg.html 
3 https://www.bundestag.de/en/parliament/presidium/schaeuble-531012 

http://webarchiv.bundestag.de/archive/2013/1212/bundestag/abgeordnete17/biografien/E/essen_joerg.html
http://webarchiv.bundestag.de/archive/2013/1212/bundestag/abgeordnete17/biografien/E/essen_joerg.html
https://www.bundestag.de/en/parliament/presidium/schaeuble-531012
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GDR on the Unification Treaty between the two Germanys. From 1991 to 2000 Schäuble led 

the CDU/CSU parliamentary group in the Bundestag, from 1998 to 2000 he was also chairman 

of the Christian Democratic Union of Germany. He has been a member of the presidium of 

the CDU in Germany since 2000. As deputy chairman of the CDU/CSU parliamentary 

group, Schäuble was responsible for foreign, security and European policy between 2002 and 

2005. In the Grand Coalition between 2005 and 2009 he was once again Federal Minister of 

the Interior, and subsequently Federal Minister of Finance until the end of the 18th electoral 

term of the German Bundestag in 2017.  

 
 

 
 

Andreas Peschke4 
Director-General for European Affairs at Federal Foreign Office 
 

Andreas Peschke joined the Federal Foreign Office 
in 1996 after studying African Studies. After posts 
in Nigeria, Russia, Kenya and numerous positions in 
Germany, including spokesman for the Federal 

Foreign Office, he has been the Federal Foreign 
Office Commissioner for Eastern Europe, the 
Caucasus and Central Asia since 2015. Now he is 

Director-General for European Affairs at the 
Federal Foreign Office.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                                              
4https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aamt/leadership-federal-foreign-
office/ministerofstate-roth-node 

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aamt/leadership-federal-foreign-office/ministerofstate-roth-node
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aamt/leadership-federal-foreign-office/ministerofstate-roth-node
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Gunther Krichbaum5  
Chair and Member of the Committee on European Affairs 

 
Gunther Krichbaum was born 4 May 1964 in Korntal, 

Germany. 
 

He is a German lawyer and politician of the Christian 

Democratic Union of Germany (CDU). He holds the chair 

of the Committee on European Union Affairs of the 

German Bundestag since 2007. Krichbaum has been a 

member of the German Bundestag since the 2002 

elections. From 2005, he served as a deputy spokesperson 

for the European Parliament of the CDU/CSU 

parliamentary group, under the leadership of the group's 

chairman Volker Kauder. During that time, he was also his 

parliamentary group's rapporteur on Romania. Since June 

2007, he has been chairing the Committee on European Affairs. In addition to his committee 

assignments, he has been a member of the German delegation to the  Franco-German 

Parliamentary Assembly since 2019. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

                                              
5 https://www.bundestag.de/abgeordnete/biografien/K/krichbaum_gunther-521310 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Democratic_Union_of_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Democratic_Union_of_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bundestag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bundestag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volker_Kauder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rapporteur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franco-German_Parliamentary_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franco-German_Parliamentary_Assembly
https://www.bundestag.de/abgeordnete/biografien/K/krichbaum_gunther-521310
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Tuesday, 27 October 

 
 
Prof. Dr. Norbert Lammert6 
President of the Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation 

 
Prof. Dr. Norbert Lammert was born 16 November 

1948 in Bochum, Germany 
 

Norbert Lammert has been actively involved in German 

politics for almost four decades. Holding important 

positions, he played a key role in Germany’s political 

life. He was a member of the German Bundestag from 

1980 to 2017 and served as its President for twelve 

years. In Helmut Kohl's governments he held the 

positions of Parliamentary State Secretary in the 

Federal Ministry of Education and Science, the Federal 

Ministry of Economic Affairs and the Federal Ministry 

of Transport; he served as Federal Government Coordinator of German Aerospace Policy. 

 

Norbert Lammert began his political career as a member of the city council of his hometown 

Bochum, where he was born in 1948. For more than twenty years, he was party chairman of 

the CDU for the Ruhr district, a region he has always been closely associated with through his 

membership in supervisory and advisory bodies of economic establishments and cultural 

institutions. In 2003, Norbert Lammert received an assignment as lecturer in political science 

at the Ruhr University of Bochum, which awarded him an honorary professorship in 2008. His 

numerous publications deal with social, economic and cultural policy issues.  

Since January 2018, he has been Chairman of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

                                              
6 https://www.kas.de/en/prof.-dr.-norbert-lammert 

https://www.kas.de/en/prof.-dr.-norbert-lammert
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